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Testimony of Pastor Evangelist Ellery Nepomuceno.

I hereby wish to give my testimony that inspired me to go out and help others.
In the first place I want to give God all the praise and honour for what He has done for me and everyone else through His Son Jesus Christ who paid the price at the cross to set us free from all sin.

For 27 years I was bound to all kinds of addictions such as cigarettes, alcohol, marihuana, hasj, cocaine, crack, prostitution and robbery for which I spent 10 years of my life behind bars.

I have escaped death many times. In the criminal scene which I was involved in I had to smuggle drugs. Often I smuggled these drugs in my stomach in little balls which often burst inside me.

Because of my involvement in the drugs scene people often tried to shoot or stab me. I often robbed people of their drugs. But God, through His love, mercy and compassion which endures forever ... had a plan and a goal for my life as He has for everyone who loves Him.

I had lost all hope. I was down (spiritually aground). I had suffered a lot because of my attempts in every manner to come out of my addictions. I couldn’t do it, no matter that I wanted healing so bad. I wanted desperately to have a normal life together with my wife and our 2 children, a boy and a girl. But in spite of everything I tried, I could not succeed.
I was 13 years of age when I started to smoke cigarettes, marihuana, drink alcohol and use coke. It was very easy for me to get this stuff because my father, who was deceased,  was a drug dealer.

In 1985 after I had finished my study as a construction worker and welder in Curacao I decided to come to Holland with a goal to study.
But once I was in Holland everything went wrong. I got more addicted and I got deeper in the drugs scene. I was on welfare and I started to steal because it was so easy and tempting. I quit my studies and I chose the wrong kind of life because I needed more and more money for my drugs. 
I had a lot of relationships, but because of my drug addiction they all went wrong. In 1988 I met the mother of my children, today she is my wife! We have lived together in Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Utrecht, Dordrecht, Uden and Beuningen. We are 22 years together now. 

My wife has gone through a lot, but she endured me and stayed with me wherefore I am very thankful to God because He had a plan for our lives.

In 1989 I got sent to jail for the first time. This was because of a series of robberies that I did together with my ‘’friends’. I did not realize how addicted I was. Ending up in jail became a habit. I just kept on robbing people to be able to buy my drugs. So from 1989 till 2005 I was in and out of jail, it became horrible, I wanted so much to quit, but I couldn’t. 

After we lived 13 years in Uden we got a letter from the housing cooperation in Nijmegen that they offered us a house in Beuningen even though we had never asked for a house in Beuningen. I was so glad because I wanted so bad to move from my neighbourhood, where I had spent most my years of drug abuse. So in 2001 we moved to Beuningen. 
But my life went on and  I could not stop using drugs. I started to get tired of this life and I wished to die not knowing that God had a plan for my life. My neighbour was a Pastor, I didn’t know this. That Pastor noticed something was wrong with my life. One day in 2003 this pastor was praying for me in his home while I was using drugs in my house, the Spirit of God came to him with a message and told him:
That man that you are praying for, don’t worry about him, he is my servant, he is an evangelist and I am going to use him.  Go and tell him that he will be your colleague and that I am going to use him.

But my neighbour the Pastor, could not believe it at first because he knew me and he knew what I was busy doing with my life. But, when he heard that same voice the second time telling him to go to me and reminding him that he should not forget what God had done for him!! Then he knew that it was God Himself who was speaking. So when he came to me, I was busy that day using cocaine together with my cousin. When the doorbell rang I opened the door with a can of beer in one hand and a joint in the other. My neighbour told me: sorry neighbour that I am disturbing you but I have something to tell you, I am a pastor. I did not know this, otherwise I would have gone to him long before. I believed in God. I had often prayed and asked God to take my life because I couldn’t handle my life of addiction anymore. My neighbour started to speak, he said: I am coming here to tell you that you are my colleague. I am just telling you what God told me!

He said: I am a man of God and you are my colleague. God has appointed you to be His servant and he said that God was going to use you. Then he started to tell me about his praying for me and the Spirit of the Lord told him that I was going to be an evangelist pastor. He told me that he wanted to help me to find out what Gods plan for my life was to be. He said: one thing I know for sure; you are an evangelist.
After that I started to visit his church. I did that 3 times, then I quit going because I didn’t understand things.

I thought this is not for me and I went back to my old life. I couldn’t see. I didn’t understand the  things of God or how He worked. I lived on for 3 years with the calling and my life became worse and worse.
My neighbour had moved, and I did not see him anymore. In 2006 I met someone who asked me if I knew a church where Antillean people meet. I brought him to my old neighbourhood, because I knew of such a church there. I did not know this African church was the church of my old neighbour.

Once we got there we went inside. That day there was a guest speaker who was a prophet and he preached about the love of God. 

When he finished preaching he started to prophesy over different people and then he said: There is someone here who has pain in his legs. He said that God wanted him to pray for that person. I sat there with pain in my legs but I was afraid to walk to the front. I thought that God certainly did not mean me. I looked around and I saw nobody going up front so then I thought, maybe it is me. So then I went forward to the front. The prophet took my hands and started to pray for me. Suddenly he let go of my hands and said: People of God, I feel an anointing on this mans life. God is telling me that he has chosen this man! He said that God had known me before I was formed in my mother’s womb and he said; This man was called a long time ago but he didn’t answer until now. I stood there shaking because I thought, how can this man know all this?  Because these were exact the same words that I had received earlier through someone else, I realized that God works through His servants. The pastor said: God wants to start a work in you today, do you believe that?

That day I was convinced of Gods calling on my life and I said YES!
He prayed for me and laid hands on me and said: receive it! I fell on the floor. I felt something flow through me. I laid on the floor for about 5 minutes. Then, when I stood up I was a different person and my life has never been the same. All hunger and craving for my addictions were gone and I received the Spirit of God upon me which started to work immediately in me. 

Once I got back to my car, I started to throw everything away, starting with my gun followed by the cocaine and marihuana. I also had two cans of beer under my seat, which I threw away along with my cigarettes. 

I started to search for God with all my heart and strength. As I started to grow, God kept on shaping me. Shortly after that I married my wife and we were baptised.

Today, according to His will, I am a man of God, a pastor and evangelist. God has blessed me. He has entrusted me with a church in Nijmegen, and I oversee a foundation that does the work of God. We visit prisoners, the sick, widows, the homeless etc. We bring them the Gospel and take care of them as God has commanded us. We offer help to the addicts. We take care of them by offering an afkick program. We help widows whenever we can. We give them a hand by cleaning their house and doing all kinds of chores that need to be done. 
Also we guide and help ex-prisoners re-enter society by giving them accommodation and helping them to find a job. 

We also help people who arrive in Holland for the first time by accompanying them on a voluntary basis so that they will not derail or get off track. 

But the most important thing for me is to tell people they need to realize nothing is impossible for God. There is not one problem that is too big for God to get you out of. Our God is a mighty God Who is always ready to show you His love and to help you when you feel you can’t go on.
Are you someone who has one of these problems or addictions? Then I want to encourage you today to accept Jesus as your Saviour. I want you to know that He has overcome all your weaknesses and addictions like He has done for me. He has nailed them to the cross and has paid with His blood. 

Therefore, if you confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, and if you believe with all your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

If you trust Jesus with all you will be called righteous. And by confessing Him as Lord and Saviour, you will be saved. 

I hope that I have encouraged you with my testimony, and convinced you that Jesus Christ is the only answer for all your problems and situations.
If you want to help us in any way or you know somebody that needs help please feel free to contact us. We are willing to speak with you and offer Gods help whenever necessary.
(1 Corinthians 13)
Yours truly,
In name of Blossom Ministry and The Blossom foundation
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