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Brussels, 11 June 2014






Subject: Beyond 2015 reaction to and recommendations on the OWG’s Zero Draft on SDGs
Your Excellency,

Beyond 2015, a global civil society campaign consisting of over 1000 CSOs in over 130 countries, presents its compliments to your Missions and is pleased to share its reaction to the “Introduction and  Proposed Goals and Targets on Sustainable Development for the Post-2015 Development Agenda (Zero Draft)” presented by the Co-Chairs of the Open Working Group (OWG) on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
First of all, the on-going negotiations evidence the political will to tackle inequalities within and amongst nations, a commitment to deliver human rights and fight poverty, the recognition that women’s rights must be realised, including reproductive rights, as well as the importance of delivering environmentally sustainable development. Beyond 2015 urges Member States to uphold this commitment in the ensuing negotiations. We offer a number of key comments on the document in this letter and specific textual recommendations on the targets in the annex.
We strongly welcome the re-inclusion of a goal focusing on reducing inequality within and among countries. This will strengthen the post-2015 agenda and show that the ‘leave no one behind’ principle proposed by the UN High Level Panel can be a reality. We therefore call upon Member States to support this Goal, and to ensure that data is disaggregated by, at a minimum, gender, geography, income, disability and age, to ensure monitoring of progress for marginalized groups. (See Target 10.7).
We also welcome progress on the Human Rights Based Approach: many targets now display the required level of aspiration. It is important that the document goes further in formally recognizing that development is rights-based, understood in terms of enforceable rights of people. Consequently, development about should be consistent with people's rights, as well as with the carrying capacity of the planet. We would encourage Member States to bear in mind the Human Rights Litmus Test throughout their negotiations: see http://cesr.org/downloads/HRs.Post2015.litmus.test.pdf 
We particularly welcome the inclusion of targets relating to broader systems of capital accounting, looking beyond GDP and incorporating social, human, and environmental capital (8.16), and ensuring that statistical capacity-building support is available for this purpose (17.30). This gives a window to new economic models that will further the well-being of people and the environment.
The fact that the document now talks predominantly of ‘sustainable economic growth’ rather than ‘sustained economic growth’ is positive, as is the clear focus on sustainable consumption and production. However, Target 8.1 (sustain per capita economic growth of at least x% per annum) is incompatible with the objectives of sustainable consumption and production and development within environmental limits. Instead of aiming at sustaining per capita economic growth, the OWG should look to promote inclusive, pro-poor and sustainable economic development (rather than growth), focusing on positive impacts for the poorest and most marginalised groups within each national context.
Additionally, Beyond 2015 is pleased to see the continued presence of Goal 16 on ‘Peaceful and inclusive societies, rule of law, effective and capable institutions’. We are hopeful that a consensus will be achieved and that this crucial area will be adequately reflected in the post-2015 agenda, as it is pivotal to its success.
While we welcome a standalone goal on climate change, we suggest it should include more concrete and ambitious targets.  The should be developed taking into account, and being consistent with, the UNFCCC negotiations towards an agreement to be reached at COP21, guided by the ultimate objective of the Convention. We believe that a strong climate change goal, including a dynamic application of the principle of CBDR, can be conducive to driving international action on climate change at the high ambition required. As such, it is crucial that Target 13.1 commits the world to not exceed global warming of 1.5 degree Celsius.

At this final stage of the work of the OWG, Beyond 2015 is still very much concerned about the universality of the goals. The document should be clear that all goals and targets apply to all countries,  and should be applied with appropriate differentiation and international support according to their country context: it currently is not. The goals and targets must not only be ‘universally applicable’, but also universally committed to. The OWG needs to make an unambiguous reference to the universal nature of the framework. Universality must also encompass the goal on means of implementation (MoI) – which Beyond 2015 very much welcomes. It should be made clear that a global partnership, in which all actors have responsibilities, is central to the success of the framework and its implementation. Further open and multi-sectoral discussions on MoI are needed to ensure that this goal reflects the interlinkages, coherence and comprehensiveness that are crucial for the effectiveness of the post-2015 agenda. Beyond 2015 recommends that the document states clearly that Goal 17 aims at the practical realization of goals 1-16, as just "enhancing MoI” is not an end in itself.
Findings from Beyond 2015’s participatory research with people affected by poverty and marginalisation demonstrated that often they do not benefit from interventions meant to fight poverty, including the MDGs. If we are to deliver truly inclusive sustainable development, we have to explicitly include the poorest and the most vulnerable in all the targets. People living in poverty have taught us that they do not want charity; they want capability to function. For these people, sustainable development must be "people-centered"; based on the respect of everyone's equal claim, entitlement and freedom to thrive and flourish. No one should be left behind. Consequently, Target 10.1 needs to be revised in order to translate the political will into a real commitment: Increase the recognition and fulfillment of cultural, political, economic, social and environmental rights for specific political, social and cultural minorities, and eliminate every legal and socio-cultural base for discrimination.

We recognize that the zero draft includes more goals than many Member States perceive as ideal, but we remind them that we have ahead of us a full year in which to resolve outstanding issues. The co-chairs should prioritise a report that encompasses the breadth and diversity of issues on the table, rather than seeking to streamline too early, at the expense of a transformative post-2015 sustainable development agenda. 
Please find attached the specific reactions of Beyond 2015 to the Chapeau and zero draft. We remain at your disposal to provide any further input.

Yours sincerely

[image: image2.png]


 

[image: image3.png]





[image: image4.jpg]


          [image: image5.png]




Leo Williams


George N’dungu


Andrew Griffiths
Naiara Costa
International Coordinator
Organisation of African Youth, Kenya
Sightsavers, UK

Advocacy Director
Beyond 2015 


Co-chair, Beyond 2015 


Co-chair, Beyond 2015
Beyond 2015
Kindly direct correspondence to 


Leo Williams (lwilliams@beyond2015.org)


Beyond 2015 International Coordinator


c/o Concord a.i.s.b.l


10 Square Ambiorix


1000 Brussels, Belgium








