Women at the People’s Climate March- Spokespeople / Media Sheet

Women’s groups in the US and around the world are mobilizing for climate justice! “An
opportunity for global transformation is within reach, and it will neither start nor end with one day.
But we know that when the challenge is greatest, and the moment is right, there is power in
taking to the streets. A brighter future will not be realized unless we demand it, and our demand
will best be heard with all women’s voices in a powerful chorus together.”
www.climatewomen.squarespace.com

QUOTES- WHY are you Marching? For Press Release (Add YOURS below- in this
section!)

“Climate change is the crisis of our times. For too long now, political posturing, greed and
complacency in ‘business as usual’ has taken precedent over justice, equality, action and
ambition. But change is not something which you wait for, its something that you make happen.
WEDO is headed to the People’s Climate March in a spirit of common purpose with fellow
women’s rights leaders, feminists and activists to demand climate justice and ignite a movement
for change.” Bridget Burns, Advocacy and Communications Director, Women’s
Environment and Development Organization (WEDO)

“Here at the Young Feminists and Allies NOW chapter, we understand well the connection
between the abuse of mother earth & animals and abuse of women. Quite a few of us are vegan
or vegetarian and we all care about the environment. We are thrilled to participate in the march.”-
NOW YFA

Women of the South are particularly tired of hearing politicians and other development partners
give one excuse or another for why the strongest and useful climate mitigation target of 1.5
degrees is not possible, why adaptation measures do not concentrate on gender equality,
human rights and social justice, why there have not been fundamental changes to our global
economic and development systems, why climate finance is not easily accessible, and a loss
and damage mechanism is not yet ready. The truth is that we are suffering now, our
communities are already dealing with all kinds of economic, social and ecological damage
because of the actions of the few, and the impacts on the world majority, indigenous peoples,
and people from small island states, among others, are many and immediate. We need urgent
national, regional and global action, and this march is to let everyone know, that the time is
NOW!!” Noelene Nabulivou of Fiji, Diverse Voices and Action for Equality, DAWN, and
Pacific Partnerships to Strengthen Gender, Climate Change and Sustainable
Development.

“Nature will not wait while politicians debate. It is time to demand action that addresses the roots
of the climate crisis and fosters justice for the Earth and present and future generations that is
why WECAN is participating in the People’s Climate March. The opportunity to prevent the worst


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.climatewomen.squarespace.co&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE-DXL-Tviyw1za5NXrdLJ4EDJHKw

impacts of climate change will be lost forever unless the global community changes course
immediately. Governments must act now. We all must act now. If we do not, our children will
look back at us wondering why we did not act when we still could have made a difference.”
Osprey Orielle Lake —Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Women’s Earth and
Climate Action Network (WECAN).

Climate change affects everyone, but not in equal ways. It will take everyone, both men and
women, as equal participants in climate action to bring real lasting solutions. That means
empowering those most impacted by the changing climate to take action, especially women -
they are uniquely positioned to be the true agents of change. As a representative of Global
Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA), | am joining people around the world gathering together for
the People's Climate March to call on our leaders to action, not words. The time to act is now.

It's that simple. - Cara Beasley, Coordinator, GGCA Secretariat

I am marching so that young girls will not have spent a significant amount of their youth collecting
water, fuel, and recovering from climate disasters by the time they reach my age. | want climate
justice for my generation and all generation to come. Naima von Ritter Figueres, Youth
Climate Activist (26 years old).

On September 21, 2014, the Metro NY Chapter of the U.S. National Committee for UN Women
will march for climate justice. While the effects of climate change are felt around the world,
women bear a heavier burden. Effects such as drought, flooding, and unpredictable
temperatures impact women who are providing food, water and firewood for their families. In the
context of climate change, supporting gender equality and women's empowerment is as vital as
ever. The People’s Climate March is an opportunity to show the world how critical and timely the
climate movement is right now. Join us as we march for our future. - Katherine Garcia,
Co-President, Metro NY Chapter of the U.S. National Committee for UN Women.

“| am marching in the People's Climate March on September 21° because | see what is at risk:
The water, land, air and spirit. | only need to look at Detroit and the South Bronx to clearly
understand that the most vulnerable to pollution and human rights violations of natural resources
in our country are the poor and working class, who are largely communities of color. The
connection between racism, environmental quality, lack of economic and educational resources
is undeniable and still persistent for over 600 years. The time has come for action. As a woman
of color, a child of immigrants, and parent my responsibility is to be part of the solution. | am
marching for change. | am marching for sustainability with dignity. | am marching for a safe,
clean, and beautiful place to raise my family. | am marching for life.” Alicia Grullon is a Bronx
based artist and organizer for PERCENT FOR GREEN, a social practice project to pass
new green legislation in New York City.

‘I am marching as a grandmother and retired educator who cares deeply about the future of life
on the planet for the young. Women, both psychologists and anthropologists tell us, are generally



more empathetic in nature. It's interesting to note that the labor union most involved in hands on
support of fighting climate crisis is the nurses unions, as explained in an article, Sept. 15th in
Truth-Out.org/ It's a pity that our American culture teaches men, through an emphasis on violent
team sports like football, to be more completive and antipathetic in nature, to “kill” the enemy so
to speak, while women are more often charged with nurturing and caring for family. How much
does this lack of empathy, and a sense of competition to beat the other team down, then exist
among the CEQ’s of the fossil fuel industries and in the leaders of the world at climate talks and
peace tables? Of course, this is a generalization and individuals defy generalization, but it is
galling to know that the more nurturing sex is the one that suffers more in climate catastrophe.
Women charged with protecting, caring for, nurturing and birthing children and families withstand
extreme weather events less ably then men, and that, in effect, makes climate crisis a sexist
issue, as we all know it is in many ways a racist issue and an economic issue in the sense of
class. We need to make a statement that we women are very much involved in fighting climate
crisis and very much aware that women and children, along with the poor and disenfranchised of
global society, suffer the most. We want to show that we are NOT victims, but actively aware of
our circumstance and active in alleviating ourselves of vulnerability in the climate crisis
emergency now so definitely upon us all, and all life everywhere.” Daniela Gioseffi, Editor/
American Book Award Winning, Feminist Author and Eco-Activist and experience TV &
Radio journalist/broadcaster

On September 21st, | will be walking, not as |, but as WE. | join with all women who have shown
time and again that they can think ahead, and envision the future, not only with good judgement
and logic, but also with imagination and empathy, fueled by facts and personal witnessing. The
earth’s temperature is rising and | know, as a mother and grandmother, that we must be as
concerned about that 2 or 3 degree rise as we would be if it was our own child, up all night,
running a 102 degree fever. We are learning to think in a new way toward a future we will never
see. As women, we are caretakers as well as leaders, guardians of our home, our earth. The
People’s Climate March is the beginning of an urban and global movement of civic leaders and
citizens working together over the next months and years on behalf of climate change and
environmental justice. On September 22nd, that movement begins.” Leah Barber, 350NYC;
People’s Climate March Host Committee; cofounder, The Interdependence Movement;
former dancer and choreographer.

I am marching in the Peoples Climate March because we need true solutions to halt
climate change, based on human rights. | am afraid that some of the large corporations
involved in the Climate Summit are not willing or able to move away from energy sources which
are killing people and the planet. In particular i am concerned about nuclear energy being
promoted as a solution, a false one, as it is overall the most damaging of all energy sources and
the risks are unacceptable for humanity. When we only apply “carbon” as the sole measure we
risk choosing unsustainable pathways, all decisions have to be based on a broader sense of
justice, rights and sustainable development in harmony with our one and only planet earth.



Sascha Gabizon, Executive Director, WECF International and co-organising partner of
the Women’s Major Group.

Climate change widens the gender inequality gap. This aggravates women's vulnerability to
climate change due to their social exclusion in developing communities, inadequate resources,
retrogressive culture and lack of mobility. In addition, lack of economic and social rights
contribute to disproportionate losses of lives among women than men during disasters such as
droughts, floods, mudslides/landslides, tsunamis, among other hazards. The situation is
worsened by inadequate representation of women in decision-making processes at the
household, community and policy levels, thus limiting their contribution. By marching we march
for all of those women across the world who need change but cannot voice their needs -
decisions that impact their lives are made far away from them, and often without their
knowledge. Climate justice is needed for global transformation and the empowerment of people.
It is an essential part of development.

Francesca Fletcher Williams, Advocacy Manager, Soroptimist International

SPOKESPEOPLE (IN NY and Available for interviews TV/ Press- please give a
sample video- add below in this section!)

Marcela Tovar- Board Chair, Women’s Environment and Development Organization
(WEDO)

Phone: 914-310-3270

E-mail: bridget@wedo.org

Sample Video:
http://www.ny1noticias.com/content/noticias/despu%C3%A9s_de_sandy/191089/informe-e
special--a-un-a%C3%B10-de-sandy (Anniversary of Hurricane Sandy)

Marcela Tovar-Restrepo (Colombia and Spain) is a scholar and activist in women’s and ethnic
minorities movements. She obtained her PhD in Anthropology at the New School for Social
Research (N.Y.) and her Masters on Urban Development Planning at University College of
London. Marcela has worked closely with WEDO, previously as Coordinator of the Sustainable
Development Program and more recently in the GEAR Campaign. She has served as an
international consultant, mainstreaming cultural and gender rights into policy-making in different
UN entities and processes such as the Commission of Sustainable Development (CSD) —
DESA, UNDEF, IPU and the Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues. She has also served as a
technical advisor and researcher for international cooperation agencies (GTZ, AECID),
governments, social movements and NGOs in areas such as gender and ethnic diversity,
environment and human rights and conflict. She conducts research on ethnicity, gender and
development in Latin America and has taught in Colombia, Chile. She currently teaches at
different NY universities including Columbia University, New School for Social Research and
CUNY.
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Osprey Orielle Lake is Co-Founder and Executive Director of the Women’s Earth and
Climate Action Network (WECAN)

www.wecaninternational.org

Available for interviews in New York September 19-24

Cell phone: 415-722-2104

Email: osprey@wecaninternational.org

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwFBwIlo8W3E

She works nationally and internationally with grassroots and business leaders, policy-makers
and scientists to promote resilient communities, foster a post-carbon energy future, while also
addressing societal transformation. Osprey is Co-chair of International Advocacy for the Global
Alliance for the Rights of Nature and the visionary behind the International Women's Earth and
Climate Summit, which brought together 100 women leaders from around the world to draft and
implement a Women's Climate Action Agenda. She teaches WECAN’s international climate
trainings and directs WECAN’s advocacy work in areas such as Women for Forests program,
Rights of Nature and UN Forums. Osprey is author of the award-winning book, Uprisings for the
Earth: Reconnecting Culture with Nature.

Wendy Brawer, Founding Director, Green Map System

available for interviews in New York -Sept 18 - ongoing

- our events during Climate Season:
http://www.greenmap.org/greenhouse/en/node/22732

email: web@greenmap.org

mobile - +1 917 217 1054

video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYTQyAQyRw8

“‘Don’t drive yourself to extinction!” Impacting over 900 cities in 65 countries with our
sustainability mapping and engagement tools, http://GreenMap.org has become a wealth of
locally-collected solutionary resources for green living, arrayed on hundreds of print and
interactive Green Maps. With climate health an imperative, we have mapped energy across NYC
for nearly a decade, impacting our own home and inspiring local Green Mapmakers to take on
this issue, as seen at http://bit.ly/climaGM. Think global, map local!

Daniela Gioseffi, Editor/ American Book Award Winning, Feminist Author and Eco-Activist
and experience TV & Radio journalist/broadcaster

email: danielag333@gmail.com

Office at www.Eco-Poetry.org/ (not-for profit free archive) Tel. 718-643-3837, Cell
347-683-9462 Located in New York City. Volunteer with 350nyc.org

Eco-Feminist and Eco-Activist since 1970. Editor Eco-Poetry.org/ climate crisis literature, news

& alerts and Author WOMEN ON WAR: INTERNATIONAL WRITINGS... in print for over 25 years
as a women studies classic. Multicultural pioneer, winner of an American Book Award for the
later book and for ON PREJUDICE: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE, (Anchor/Doubleday, NY) a book
of INTERNATIONAL voices covering environmental racism and sexism and all manor of
prejudice and xenophobia which won a World Peace Award from The Ploughshares Fund,
presented at the U.N. as was WOMEN ON WAR: International Writings (Touchstone/Simon &
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Schuster, 1986 and The Feminist Press, non-profit, CUNY, NY, 2003 new edition still in print.) An
experience television and radio journalist and interviewee. Available for media interviews. Active
since the Civil Rights Movement when | was abused by the KKK, in 1961, as TV journalist on
WSLA-TV, among the first to integrate Deep South television during the days of Freedom Riders
and Sit-ins.
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A?’ ’ ‘Jessie Henshaw, Natural systems scientist, active author, teacher, facilitator
email: eco@synapse9.com tel: 212-795-4844 location: NYC

Sites: research archive www.synapse9.com, journal Reading Nature’s Signals

All the Complex Technological Societies of the past vanished, having created more complex
problems for themselves than they were able to solve, and failing to survive as a result.
Technology is not the real climate change solution. It's to use our wealth to care for the world we
built, to avoid building more than we are capable of caring for, like bigger and bigger
complications like climate change to undermine all our other efforts. It's a change from a world

consensus for “growth at all costs” leading to world failure, to a consensus to “make the earth
our good home”.
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