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PRESS RELEASE

Korealaunchesforest initiativeto help countries achieve global biodiversity goals

Montreal/Pyeongchang, 16 October 2014Te assist countries in achieving the globally-adrééchi
Biodiversity Targets, the Korea Forest Service tdned the Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative
(FERI) on 14 October 2014, in the margins of theltith meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP
12) to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBOjeing held in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea,
from 6 to 17 October 2014.

The Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative wilb\pde support to Parties towards achieving Aichi
Biodiversity Targets 5, 11, 14 and 15 by maximiziegtoration efforts through knowledge-sharing and
implementation and technical support.

“I commend the Republic of Korea for its impresslaege-scale forest ecosystem restoration success,
which incorporated a social campaign to mobilizenownities in the effort,” said Braulio Ferreira de
Souza Dias, Executive Secretary of the ConventiorBmwlogical Diversity. “Through the FERI, this
expertise can be shared at the global level to bigler countries to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Tard.5

and related targets.”

The Republic of Korea, which plans to contributeD&Smillion through the FERI to support restoration
efforts, and will further its contribution dependiron an assessment of project implementation, has
substantial practical experience in forest resimmatMuch of its territory was restored, with imational
support, from near-devastation forty years agoottay’'s remarkable 64% forest cover. The FERI can
therefore be thought of as a collaborative partripravhich shares this experience in forest ecoayste
restoration, recalling the support that the Repulolf Korea received. The FERI draws upon the
complementary strengths and advantages of eaté ditners.

Envisaged to be a six-year initiative, the FERI {ddoe a mechanism for assisting Parties to: Astfess
potential costs and benefits of restoration; idgraihd assess areas with ecosystem and forestddeigna
identify areas with high potential for forest armbgystem restoration; implement appropriate reStora
activities; and, manage the complex dynamics infieneforest and ecosystem restoration.

The FERI would directly support developing coungrties as they operationalize national targets and
plans for ecosystem conservation and restoratitmmithe framework of Aichi Biodiversity Targets Bl

and 15. These targets should emanate from ortegrated into updated National Biodiversity Straeg
and Action Plans and mainstreamed into broadeomaltpolicies, plans and programmes.

The FERI takes up the torch lit at COP 11 in Hybadhin 2012. The Hyderabad Call for a Concerted
Effort on Ecosystem Restoration, made on the margfinCOP 11 by concerned stakeholders, called for
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coordinated long-term efforts to mobilize resouraad facilitate ecosystem restoration activitiesthe
benefit of all. As one of the concerned stakehaldére Republic of Korea, through the Korea Forest
Service, launched the FERI which connects thigezaslork, drawing attention to the importance aefst
conservation and restoration in the context ofesnable development. The FERI can also supporbracti
within the Bonn Challenge, a global movement otorasion. The Bonn Challenge is a global aspiration
to restore 150 million hectares of degraded andrdsfed lands by 2020.

The launch, co-hosted by the CBD Secretariat andemated by the former Minister of the Environment
and Energy of Costa Rica, Carlos Manuel Rodrigoamréntly with Conservation International), receive
wide-spread support from countries across the glotmbuding high-level representatives from Uganda,
Zambia, Indonesia, Dominican Republic, Bhutan, @omtia and Germany, as well as representatives
from agencies, including theood and Agriculture Organizatiasf the United Nationswhich indicated
their interest to pair with the KFS in implementitng FERI, the Global Environment Facil{@EF), the
Ramsar Convention, United Nations Development Rmogne (UNDP), IUCN, the International Union

for Conservation of Nature, the United Nations Eowiment Programme's World Conservation
Monitoring CentreBioversity International anthe World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF).

Notesfor Editors

Aichi Biodiversity Targets

In decision X/2, the tenth meeting of the Confeeent the Parties, held from 18 to 29 October 2010,
Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan, adopted a re\aseldupdated Strategic Plan for Biodiversity, inahgd
the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets, for the 2011-BOgeriod. Parties agreed on implementation of the
2011-2020 Strategic Plan, and progress achievearttsvthe Aichi Biodiversity Targets. For more
information on the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, pteaseewww.cbd.int/sp/targets/default.shtml

Forest Ecosystem Restoration Initiative
More information at:www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-12/information/edpinf-19-en.doc

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Ridateeiro in 1992, and entering into force in Decambe
1993, the Convention on Biological Diversity is amternational treaty for the conservation of
biodiversity, the sustainable use of the componeftbiodiversity and the equitable sharing of the
benefits derived from the use of genetic resourdéth 194 Parties up to now, the Convention hags nea
universal participation among countries. The Cotieanseeks to address all threats to biodiversity a
ecosystem services, including threats from climatenge, through scientific assessments, the
development of tools, incentives and processedransfer of technologies and good practices aedih

and active involvement of relevant stakeholderduiting indigenous and local communities, youth,
NGOs, women and the business community. The CaréaBeotocol on Biosafety and Nagoya Protocol
on Access and Benefit Sharing are supplementaseagents to the Convention. The Cartagena Protocol
seeks to protect biological diversity from the poi@ risks posed by living modified organisms Héag

from modern biotechnology. To date, 167 countries phe European Union have ratified the Cartagena
Protocol. The Nagoya Protocol aims at sharing thaefits arising from the utilization of genetic
resources in a fair and equitable way, including dmpropriate access to genetic resources and by
appropriate transfer of relevant technologiesnteeed into force on 12 October 2014 and to dasebean
ratified by 53 countries plus the European Uniaor. fRore information visitwww.cbd.int

For additional information, please contact: Davidingworth on +1 514 833 0196 or at
david.ainsworth@chbd.inbr Johan Hedlund on +1 514 287 6670 gohan.hedlund@cbd.int




