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Introduction  
 
 

Today, we are f acing some of the biggest challenges humanity has ever faced.  We 

are standing  at a cross roads.  We can sit back, relax, and continue down the path 

of damage and destruction.  Or, we can all face up to the challenge together and 

start co -creating the beau tiful future we all want . If each of us recognise that we  

matter, we can make a difference. When we all start acting on this, together we 

can end this era of Ecocide.   Together we can rewrite our future.  

 

So....Congratulations on getting this far, youõre obviously interested in environmental 

and social issues and are interested in making a difference. Maybe youõve only just 

heard about Ecocide and want to lea rn more, or maybe youõve been totally 

inspired by  hearing Polly Higgins speak about Ecocide and wan t to do everythin g 

you can to help make it a crime.  Either way, this guide is aimed at providing you 

with all the information and resources you need to understand more about the law 

of Ecocide, and empower you to effectively participate in bringing about one of the 

biggest changes in hi story ð making Ecocide a crime.  

 

This guide gives you lots of ideas as to how you can help spread the message of 

making Ecocide a crime. But be creative!  One of our campaign  principles is to be 

visionary, so any new excitin g ways to raise awareness are welcome and please get 

in touch to let us know what youõre doing and weõll post it on our supporter sõ page. 

The more support we have, the stronger the campaign!   

 

Good luck!  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louise Kulbicki  
9ǊŀŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ 9ŎƻŎƛŘŜΩǎ [ŜƎŀƭ  

Co-ordinator 
 

 

Eradicating Ecocideõs goal: 
To end the era of ecocide by making Ecocide the 5th Crime A gainst 

Peace. This requires an amendment to the Rome Statute, the UN Statute 

that sets out the existing four Crimes Against Peace. There are 121 

countries that are signatories to the Rome Statute (these are known as 

ôState Partiesõ). It only takes one State Party to call for an amend ment to 

the Rome Statute and then an additional 80 State Parties to agree to 

make Ecocide an international crime.  
 

Jess Brightwell 
9ǊŀŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ 9ŎƻŎƛŘŜΩǎ 

Ethical Intern 
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Why ar e youth important?  

 

Over 50% of the global population is under 30 1, 

and with the global population over 7 billion, you 

do the math - thatõs a lot of young people.  Young 

people are incredibly important in bringing about 

change, they are generally less afra id to speak out 

about what they believe in than older people, 

and they are the ones who are going to be 

affected the most by the decisions made today. 

The decisions governments make today affect 

your future, you are the future generation.  You 

have the mos t to lose and the most to gain, so 

start standing up for what you believe in and help 

create the future you want.  If we effectively 

harness the leadership and potential of young 

people around the world then together we can 

make Ecocide a crime . 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 US Census Bureau (2012) International Programs, International Data 

Base,  <http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/region.php   

 
 

Nicolò Wojewoda  is a global 

youth activist and movement 

entrepreneur. He was the  

Director of Road to Rio+20, and 

formerly worked for Peace Child 

International the Organising 

Partner for the Major Group 

Children and Youth for the  Rio 

+20 Earth Summit  
 

Nicolò says "Young people will 

live to see the consequences of 

today's decisions by  those in 

positions of power and 

responsibility. As such, they're the 

group with the greatest interest in 

building a more sustainable 

future, and have a tremendous 

energy, vision, and talent to do 

so. Contributing to making 

ecocide a crime is a no -brainer ð 

we don't need just quick fixes, we 

have to go for radical systemic 

change."  

 

More about Nicolò at: 

http://nicolowojewoda.com/  

 
 

http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/region.php
http://nicolowojewoda.com/
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All you need to know about Ecocide  
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All you need to know about Ecocide  

 

Before you get involved and start pollinating the message of making Ecocide a 

crime you need to be clear on a few things.  You might be thinking - What is 

Ecocide?  Why is a law of Ecocide needed? Iõm not a lawyer, how does the law of 

Ecocide work? This chapter is aimed at giving you a good understanding of the law 

of Ecocide so that you will feel confident taking action to make Ecocide a crime. 

And donõt worry, you donõt have to be a lawyer to understand or speak about the 

law of Ecocide, it is, as you will find out, very simple.   

 

The problem: Ecocide  

 

Each day 100 living 

species become extinct, 

1,000 acres of peat bogs 

are excavated and 

150,000 acres of tropical  

rainforest are destroyed. 

Each day, 2 million tons of 

toxic waste is dumped in 

to our rivers and seas, 22 

million tons of oil are 

extracted and 100 million 

tons of greenhouse gases 

are released.  

 

Today large scale habitat 

destruction, mass ive soil 

deplet ion, extensive 

deforestation, lead to 

worldwide disruption of natural cycles and the irreversibility of extinction. Today 

instances of mass extinction occur with greater frequency, greater rapidity and 

greater impact than at any other time.   This is Ecocid e. Ecocide is a crime against 

humanity, a crime against current and future generations and against all life on 

earth.   

 

Measures so far aimed at halting this destruction have failed to change the 

trajectory of where we are headed because they fail to addr ess one of the root 

cause s of environmental problems.  

 

At the moment, the number one law which governs our world is that corporations 

must maximise profit to shareholders, even if this means making profit out of 

extensive damage and destruction to people and planet.   Now making profit is not 

a problem, but making profit out of extensive damage and destruction is a problem 

and has to stop.   

 

 

The Athabasca tar sands,  Canada  
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Case study : Examples of Ecocides  

Cases of ecocide are happening all over the world. Below are just a few. You 

can write your own examples on the following page.  

1. Alberta Tar Sands, Canada  
This is one of the most destructive projects in the world. Tar 

sands oil deposits are located under vast tracts of boreal 

forest and musket peat bogs, rich in biodiversity and an 

important natural carbon sink.   Millions of barrels of oil have 

been extracted producing 3 -5 times more greenhouse gas 

emissions as conventional oil extraction. If this continues 

Scientist James Hansen has said this will be game over for 

climate change.   This is also a cultural ecocide; the project is 

destroying indigenous peopleõs lives. Their sacred land is 

being destroyed, their culture is being ripped apart and their waters and food 

poisoned.  

2. Pacific Trash Vortex, Pacific Ocean  
An island of garb age: A swirling island of 100m tonnes of 

plastic bits and bottle tops, spins clockwise from Hawaii to 

Japan. Also known as the Pacific trash vortex, it is estimated 

to be the size of Texas.  

 

3. The Niger Delta, Nigeria  
An area the size of Ireland is sca rred by 

polluted rivers, air and land due to oil 

extraction.   Nigeria is the world's sixth 

largest oil -producing nation, but with some of the worst records 

for ecosystem destruction and devastation. Between 1976 - 

1998, over 2.5 million barrels of oil have  been spilt into the Delta 

environment. Fifty years of oil extraction in the Niger delta has 

left its deep scars. Villagers struggle to live off land and water 

poisoned by years of oil spills, and crops fail under the acid rain 

caused by gas flares.  

 

4. Bingham Canyon copper mine, Utah, USA  
This mine has been in production since 1906, so far 

stretching over an area 1.2  km deep, 4  km wide, and 

covering 7.7  km².  

 

5. Toxic dumping by Chevron Texaco, Ecuador  
Thousands of residents near the 

company's former o il fields, alleges 

Texaco Chevron, dumped roughly 18.5 

billion gallons of oil -laden water into unlined pits, estuaries and 

rivers during its operations in Ecuador's Oriente between 1971 

and 1992. Now, with Ecuador's recent Bill of Nature's Right's 

which ha s changed the legal status of nature from being simply 

property to being a right -bearing entity, justice may just be seen 

to be done for people and planet.  
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My own examples of Ecocides  
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The solution: Make Ecocide an international crime  

 
What we need to do is introduce an 

international crime of Ecocide, which 

outlaws destructive business practices 

once and for all and opens the floodgates 

to green and clean business.  

In April 2010 international barrister and 

award winning author, Polly Higgins 

submitted to the United Nations the 

proposal for Ecocide to be made the 5th 

Crime Against Peace.   Currently there are 

4 Crimes Against Peace which are set out 

in an international legal document called 

The Rome Statu te. You have probably 

heard of these before; Genocide, War 

Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity and Crimes of Aggression.  These are things which 

are considered so horrifying that they have been deemed international crimes.   

 

It might seem quite complicated, this is because each of word has been carefully 

chosen and is legally weighted.  In reality, it is very simple, and essentially Ecocide 

means the extensive damage and destruction to ecosystems. Some of these terms 

will be explained further in the next sect ion.  

The full Ecocide Act and sentencing guidelines are  available to download at 

http://eradicatingecocide.com/get -involved/toolkit/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The legal definition of Ecocide  proposed by Polly Higgins is  

 

The extensive  damage  to , destruction of  or loss of ecosystems of a given 

territory, whether by human agency  or by other causes , to such an extent 

that peaceful enjoyment  by the inhabitants  of that territory has bee n 

severely diminished.  
 

What are Crimes Against Peace?  

 
Four Crimes Against Peace are set 

out in an international legal 

document called The Rome Statute.  

 

1) Genocide  

2) War Crimes  

3) Crimes Against Humanity  

4) Crimes of Aggression  

*** Ecocide  

 
 

http://eradicatingecocide.com/get-involved/toolkit/
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Ecocide  law explained  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The extensive  damage  to, 

destruction of  or loss of 

ecosystems of a given ter ritory, 

whether by human agency  or by 

other causes , to such an extent 

that peaceful enjoyment  by the 

inhabitants  of that territor y has 

been severely diminished.  
 

Extensive damage:  It is already an international crime 

dur ing war time to cause widespread, long lasting and 

severe damage to the natural environment. This helps us 

with the interpretation of what counts as extensive 

damage or destruction.  The 1977 United Nations 

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or any other 

Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques 

(ENMOD) explains what the terms òwidespreadó, òlong-

lastingó and òsevereó mean: 

1. òwidespreadó: encompassing an area on the scale of 

several hundred square kilometers;  

2. òlong-lastingó: lasting for a period of months, or 

approximately a season;  

3. òsevereó: involving serious or significant disruption or 

harm to human life, natural and economic resources or 

other assets.  
 

Human agency : Ecocide 

caused by human agency 

essentially means we can 

identify who has caused the 

Ecocide.  

 

Ecocide caused by human 

agency is often a result of 

corporate activity. This 

includes the Athabasca tar 

sands, the oil spi lls in the Niger 

Delta, the extensive logging 

of the Amazon. It is people 

who are the heads of these 

companies that make the 

decisions to do business in a 

way which causes this type of 

Ecocide .  
 

Other Causes:  

Ecocide as a result of 

other causes refers to 

Ecocide which has not 

be en caused by 

humans, it is naturally 

occurring.  Examples 

include flooding, rising 

sea levels and 

tsunamis. They are 

essentially acts of God.  

 

Peaceful enjoyment: 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 
ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-used 
term in law. This term has its 
roots in the civil laws of 
nuisance. It applies to those 
who have rights over land or 
possessions.  For example a 
corporation will have rights 
to use the land as it sees fit, 
within the law, even if this 
causes Ecocide and disturbs 
other inhabitants of the land.  
The law of Ecocide would 
impose the corresponding 
responsibility on a 
corporation to ensure that 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
peaceful enjoyment is not 
breached. 
 

Inhabitants:  

Inhabitants refers to all 

beings, not just humans.  

Sometimes Ecocides occur 

without effecting hum ans, 

but have a huge impact 

on the ecosystem.  This 

allows a case to be 

brought to court on behalf 

of other inhabitants when 

they are effected by 

Ecocide.  
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Ecocide  law explained further   
 
1) Why should Ecocide be a Crime Against 

Peace?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
As you can see in this diagram, Ecocide leads to 

resource depletion (as well as many other things). 

This in turn leads to con flict. This then leads to war.  

This leads to more damage and destruction.  This 

is why Ecocide is a Crime Against Peace, 

because it leads to conflict and war.  This cycle 

will continue until we put a stop to the Ecocide.   

 

 

2) Why use human agency and other 

causes?  

 
There are basically two types of Ecocide. Human 

agency  and other causes  refer to who or what 

has caused the Ecocide.  Firstly, where Ecocide is 

caused by human agency , we can identify who 

has caused the Ecocide. For example the 

Ecocide due to  the Athabasca tar sands is a 

result of a head of a corporation deciding to 

operate there.  Secondly, where Ecocide is a 

result of other causes , we cannot identify a 

person who has caused the Ecocide, for example 

Ecocide caused by extensive flooding, is 

essentially an act of God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
A message from Polly Higgins, 

proposer of Ecocide law  

òSeven years ago, I was a barrister 

in cou rt defending a client in a 

case which had gone on for 

years. At one point I looked out of 

the window and realised that if I 

was defending the Earth, as a 

lawyer I wouldnõt have the tools of 

my trade to protect it.   

 

The next thought I had just 

wouldnõt go away, and this 

thought, in actual fact, changed 

my life. I thought; the Earth is need 

of a goo d lawyer.  

 

Since then I have dedicated my 

life to one client; Earth.  I am 

currently in the process of creating 

laws to protect it, including the 

law of Ecocide  and Earth Rights.    

 

Never has there been a more 

crucial time for us all to come 

together and take action.  Where 

governments fail, we the people 

can stand strong and co -create 

the new beautiful new world we 

all want. Young people are key to 

making this happen.ó  
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3) So how does the law work for the first type of Ecocide, Ecocide caused by 

human agency?  

 
The law of Ecocide will hold those people who are in a 

position of superior responsibility  criminally liable if they 

commit Ecocid e.  It will be a crime of strict liability meaning 

that intent to commit the act need not be proved for a 

person to be charged with committing Ecocide. Most heads 

of corporations never intend to commit Ecocide, it is simply 

a consequence of their destructi ve business practices.  

 

A law of Ecocide acts as a preventative think before you 

act mechanism to put a stop to business practices giving 

rise to Ecocide.  Heads of corporations are unlikely to 

continue business which is giving rise to Ecocide if they 

co uld potentially be held personally liable for this, and face 

criminal prosecution.  If Ecocide is illegal, shareholders wonõt 

invest in criminal activity, and banks also wonõt loan if they 

could face criminal prosecution for funding Ecocide. It will 

actual ly make business sense to invest in green business. 

Investment and subsidies will be redirected to cleaner 

energies and create green jobs. When we put a stop at 

source to ecocides such as the Athabasca tar sands oil 

extraction, the logging of the Amazon, p rojects which are 

destroying our carbon sinks and causing escalating green 

house gas emissions, this has a knock on effect and will help 

prevent runaway climate change.  

 

If Ecocide continues then restorative justice will be used to 

ensure the damage to peo pleõs lives and the environment 

planet is truly addressed and restored as far as possible. 

Restorative justice and other sanctions will be explained 

later.  

 

4) So how does the law work for the second type of 

Ecocide, Ecocide as a result of other causes?  

 
A law of Ecocide imposes a duty on all states to provide 

assistance to those facing naturally occurring ecocides, or 

Ecocide as a result of other causes.  It forces Governments 

to open a dialogue and talk about what how to assist those 

facing rising sea levels, and flooding.   

 

The Charter of the United Nations is a very important 

document .  The Sacred Trust of Civilization goes back in time 

in written texts to the 16 th Century and is set out at Article 73 

of the UN Charter.  

 

The Sacred Trust of Civilizat ion highlights that the number 

one responsibility for members of the UN is to ensure the well 

being of people and the planet.  

Charter of the United 

Nations, Article 75  

The UN shall establish ...an 

international trusteeship 

system for the administration 

and supervision of trust 

territories.  

Charter of the United 

Nations, Article 73 

Members of the UN... 

recognise that the interests of 

the inhabitants are 

paramount, and accept as a 

sacred trust the obligation to 

promote to the utmost... the 

well-being of the inhabitants 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΧ  

 

Position of superior 

responsibility : these 

people are in charge. 

For example  

 

¶ A head of a company 

who allows their 

business to commit 

Ecocide.  

¶ A head of state who 

allows policy to 

prioritise business 

giving rise to Ecocide  

¶ A head of a bank 

who allows investment 

to fund business giving 

rise to Ecocide.   
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One of the founding pillars of the UN is the International Trusteeship System, to help 

territories in need of assistance.  

 

By making Ecocide a crime, territories that are at risk of naturally occurring ecocide, 

in other words, ecocide as a result of other causes, or have been damaged by 

ecocide, could apply to the Trusteeship Council for remedy. This would ensure that 

the Sacred T rust of Civilization was being taken seriously.  

 

5) If someone is found guilty of Ecocide what will happen?  

 
When somebody is found guilty of Ecocide, they may face traditional sanctions such 

as a prison sentence and fines.  However, these alone are not a lways an effective 

way of restoring the harm caused and changing behavior.  The sentencing 

guidelines for the crime of Ecocide are really aimed at transforming behavior and 

truly restoring the damage caused.  Therefore restorative justice will also be offe red 

alongside traditional sanctions.  The full sentencing guidelines and Ecocide Act are 

available to download at: http://eradicatingecocide.com/get -involved/toolkit/   

6) What is restorativ e justice?  

Restorative justice is a visionary approach for healing harm. In a Council of 

Restorative Justice, the person who has committed Ecocide will engage in a 

dialogue with those who have been adversely affected by the Ecocide. This may be 

people, bu t also can include other beings such as birds or the ecosystem. In the 

case of non humans, experts such as an ornithologist or an ecologist will represent 

them.   This is similar to how a guardian will represent a child or a mentally disabled 

person in cour t.  A dialogue takes place, where participants explore their feelings in 

relation to what happened, and they may reach an agreement as to how to heal 

this harm.   The agreement reached will be different for each case, and has endless 

possibilities. For exam ple, the person who committed the Ecocide may agree to go 

on a course to learn about sustainable and ethical business, or to spend time with 

the local indigenous community to learn from their wisdom.  

The judge will then hand down a sentence that requires t he convicted person to 

take specific steps towards repairing the damaged ecosystem, and to re -direct the 

activities of his/her company toward non -harmful practices. Restorative Justice has 

been used widely in other types of crimes where individuals and com munities have 

been harmed (eg, assault, vandalism, Truth and Reconciliation Commissions), and is 

used widely as violence prevention strategy. It has been shown to be far more 

effective at deterring crime, restoring the damage caused and rehabilitating 

offe nders than more traditional sanctions such as prison or fines. For more 

information visit the UK Restorative Justice Council website. 

(http:/ /www.restorativejustice.org.uk/ ) 

6) Can this law really work?  

We have demonstrated that a law of Ecocide can work. In 2011 a mock (fictional) 

trial was held in the Supreme Court of England and Wales, to test how the law would 

work.  Read the case study on  the mock trial to find out more.  

http://eradicatingecocide.com/get-involved/toolkit/
http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/
http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/
http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/
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Case study: The Ecocide Mock Trial  

In 2011 a òMock Trialó in other words a fictional court case, was held in the Supreme 

Court of England and Wales organised by Simon Hamilton , Co -Founder and Director, 

The Hamilton Group . Two fictional Chief Executive Officers (CEOs), Mr Robin 

Bannerm an of Global Petroleum Company and John Tench of Glamis Group, were 

put on trial for causing Ecocide due to their destructive practices in the  Athabasca 

tar sands and found guilty. Although the CEOs were played by actors, everything 

else in the trial was real. Real barristers were involved; Chris Parker QC acted for the 

Defence, and leading human rights barrister Michael Mansfield QC acted for t he 

Prosecution. There was a real judge, and an independent jury.  The case was 

presented as a real case and was not scripted; it played out like a real court case.  

The trial was broadcast worldwide online by Sky News and demonstrated to the 

world that a l aw of Ecocide can work in practice.  

             Bannerman and Tench on trial 

 

Vandana Shiva  physicist and environmental activist 

says: 

òThe Ecocide trial is a very important step in waking us 

up to the violence which is the foundation of the 

current economy.  

http://www.thehamiltongroup.org.uk/
http://www.vandanashiva.org/
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Interview with the organiser of Mock Trial  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What followed was the mock trial in the Supreme Court of the UK on 30 

September 2011 with two oil company CEOs being tried for ecocides as though 

the Ecocide Act was in place.   

 

It has been my exper ience that if you are doing something that is right, all sorts 

of good things start to happen and good people turn up to support you. This 

happened in abundance during the planning and build -up to the Trial. It would 

never have been such a success without this support and encouragement of 

amazing people who freely gave their time and expertise. It took three months 

for the Supreme Court to agree to  be the venue. Once that happened, we 

knew we had a major event. Getting the financial support and the sponsors hip 

needed and the media to take an interest and to cover the event was the next 

biggest hurdle. But when Sky agreed to live -stream the proceedings and 

national newspapers in the UK and overseas responded to the press releases, 

we knew that the mock Trial would achieve its aim of raising awareness of the 

issues that an Ecocide Act would bring. Using Crowdfunder gave individuals the 

opportunity to provide support through donations of £10 upwards. Sponsorship 

came mainly from smaller businesses and organisati ons who were concerned 

about the environment.  

 

The trial in the Supreme Court has inspired others to put on mock trials in many 

countries round the world. They all help to spread the word about ecocides and 

the potential legal response to environmental da mage that an Ecocide Act 

would bring.  My advice to anyone thinking about putting on a similar event is to 

think as big as you can and ask for help. You'll be amazed at what you can 

achieve.   

 
 

Interview with Simon Hamilton , Co -

Founder and Director, The Hamilton 

Group  and organiser of the UK Ecocide 

Mock Trial.   

 

I  first heard about the campaign to 

make Ecocide a Crime against Peace 

in 2009 but it wasn't until I met Polly 

Higgins in January 2011 that I b egan to 

understand the far -reaching 

implications of an Ecocide Act.  

http://www.thehamiltongroup.org.uk/
http://www.thehamiltongroup.org.uk/
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Case study: The Ecocide Restorative Justice Sentencing  

 

The Restorative Justice Circle  

On Saturday 31st March 2012 the sentencing Bannerman and Tench took place in a 

world first event held at the University of Essex. Following representations by 

prosecuting barrister  Michael Mansfield QC   both offenders were offered the 

opport unity to enter into a restorative justice conference with the victims.   

Bannerman accepted whilst Tench declined.  

The restorative justice conference took place in a private room facilitated by 

Lawrence Kershen, chair of the  Restorative Justice Council , 

(http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/ ) where Mr Bannerman was joined by  Roger 

Cowe  , representing GPCõs Chief Sustainability Officer and  Paddy Briggs, 

representing Chairman of GPCõs pension fund.  Bannerman came face to face with 

representatives of those who had been adversely affected by the tar sands 

Ecocide:  Jess Philimore represented  wider humanity, Carine Nadal represented  the 

Earth, Philippa De Boissi ere  represented  future generations, Peter Smith 

represented  birds and Gerald Amos provided a voice for  indigenous peoples.  

When the court reconvened for the formal legal sentencing, the Judge  deferred 

Bannermanõs sentencing for six months allowing him time to make true his promises 

agreed to in the restorative justice conference which included setting up working 

groups to look into amongst other things, funding alternative energy sources.  

Mr Tench, who refused to take part in the restorative justice process  and showed no 

remorse for committing Ecocide, was sentenced to four years in jail  in addition to 

receiving a formal Restoration Order.  The Restoration Order requires Tench   to 

undertake a number of measures including suspending operations in the tar sands  

until the area affected is restored to an acceptable level, meeting the financial 

costs of restoration and publicising his actions.  

The process itself wasnõt perfect, but it did demonstrate how restorative justice might 

work in practice for the corporate crime of Ecocide.  It also demonstrated a massive 

feat, that it  really is possible for guardians to speak on behalf of the non human 

world.   

http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/
http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/
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6) If this law can work how can it be implemented?  

Ecocide is already an international crime during war time.   

 

 

Ecocide was also examined within the United Nations when the Rome Statute which 

sets out 4 core international crimes including genocide was being drafted.  It was 

examined for decades and was going to be implemented as the fifth crime against 

peace but was  dropped last minute in the 1990s.  The report which explains the 

history of Ecocide within the UN is available to download at 

http://www.sas.ac.uk/hrc/projects/ecocide -project   

 

There are als o ten countries which already have made Ecocide a crime through 

national law. These countries are Viet Nam, Georgia, Armenia, Ukraine, Belarus, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Moldova and Russia. These laws are available to 

download at:  http://eradicatingecocide.com/get -involved/toolkit/  

 

We already have the Rome Statute which sets out the four core international crimes; 

Genocide, Crimes against humanity, war crimes and crimes of aggressi on.  We 

already have legal definitions of what Ecocide is, the UN has done all the 

groundwork on this as well.  We already have an international criminal court to 

enforce this.  

 

To amend the Rome Statute it only actually takes one state party standing up and 

proposing an amendment for it to be reviewed. We then need an additional 80 

state parties to agree on this, for it to be made an international crime.  State parties 

are countries who have signed and ratified the Rome Statute, there are currently 

121. State Parties are listed at: http://www.icc -cpi.int/Menus/ASP/states+parties/   

 

7) Once implemented how long will it take for the law to come into force?  
 

Once an amendment to the Rome Statute has been agreed upon to include 

Ecocide, there will be a period of transition of 5 years,  when corporations will be 

given all the help they need to become the drivers for change and create the 

solutions for a green economy, and to help them thrive economic ally under the new 

legal and moral framework.  This transition period will allow for subsidies to be 

redirected from dangerous industrial activity which is causing ecocide, to clean and 

green business. This will ensure the economy doesnõt collapse and turns businesses 

which are currently the problem, into the solution and leaders for change.  

 

 

One of the war crimes under the Rome Statute Article 8.2.b (iv)   

 

Intentionally launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will 

cause incidental loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects 

or widespread, long -term and severe damage to the natural environment  

whi ch would be clearly excessive in relation to the concrete and direct 

overall military advantage anticipated;  
 

http://www.sas.ac.uk/hrc/projects/ecocide-project
http://eradicatingecocide.com/get-involved/toolkit/
http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ASP/states+parties/
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What people are saying about Ecocide  
  

Making Ecocide a crime has support from many different spheres of influence, Read 

on to find about more about what people say about Ecocide.  For more on what 

people are saying visit: http://eradicatingecocide.com/supporters/  

 

At the Sixth World Youth Congress  held in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil June 2012, the youth adopted 20 solutions  to 

achieve a sustainable future and making Ecocide a 

crime was one of them.  

 

Nnimmo Bassey , chair of Friends of 

the Earth international and 

Executive Director of Environmental 

Rights Action : òThis Ecocide law 

may be the only way to make 

climate cr iminals rethink their crimes of commission and 

omission.ó  

 

Pablo Solón Romero , Boliviaõs former chief 

climate change negotiator said: òThink on the people not on 

business. You are responsible for what can be the biggest 

genocide and ecocide of the 21st Century .ó  

 

Francesca de Gasparis , Green Belt Movement : 

òEstablishing Ecocide as a crime is an essential 

and timely step which will allow the 

international community to hold to account 

those who undertake the most 

environmentally -destructive  acts .  

 

Maude Barlow , activist, author and former 

senior advisor on water to the UN General 

Assembly: òUnlimited growth assumes unlimited 

resources, and  this is the genesis of Ecocide .ó 

 

Daryl Hannah , actress and activist: òEcocide is 

a crime against ALL life! Big respect & loveó 

 

Vijay Mehta , chair of Uniting for Peace: òThe 

best way to overcome (degradation of the 

environment)  is to adopt Poly Higgins proposed 

Law of Ecocide for the safety of future 

generations. ó 

 

Casper ter Kui le, FORMAT campaigner and co -

founder of UKYCC: òWhen we start to 

understand that crimes against nature are 

crimes against ourselves, then we will be able to achieve 

sustaina bility. I hope Ecocide will help us get there. ó   

http://eradicatingecocide.com/supporters/
http://wycrio2012.org/?lang=en
http://wycrio2012.org/en/juventude-entoa-20-solucoes-jovens-para-o-futuro-sustentavel/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nnimmo_Bassey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Sol%C3%B3n_Romero
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0azwUxIzg3s
http://www.greenbeltmovement.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maude_Barlow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daryl_Hannah
http://www.unitingforpeace.com/our_team.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UK_Youth_Climate_Coalition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UK_Youth_Climate_Coalition

