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The outline
1. Why Green Economy?
2. What is Green
Economy?



3. Africa and Green
Economy?
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Cost of Environmental Degradation as % of GDP (Source:
World Bank, 2012, Inclusive Green Growth)



The rational for Green
Economy
• A business­as­usual approach is no         
longer feasible: planetary boundaries     
constrain economic growth as     
traditionally conceived.



• Science tells us we are approaching
and crossing bio­ physical tipping points:
environmental degradation threatens to
undermine our collective well being.
• Threat exacerbated by a mounting
social crisis, with growing unemployment
and a daunting challenge to provide for
new jobs and income opportunities,
especially for youth.
• This calls for bold action to find new
pathways for creating prosperity, decent
work and income within a
resource­constrained world.



2. What is Green
Economy?
• A Green Economy can be defined as
one that results in increased human
well­being and social equity, while



significantly reducing environmental
risks and ecological scarcities (UNEP
2011).
• Green economy is a vehicle to
achieve sustainable development and
eradicate poverty.
• Green Economy provides an       
operational framework for effectively     
addressing the challenges of climate       
change.
• For Africa, green economy is an
agenda for growth, poverty reduction
and employment creation.



Moving away from two myths
• Economic growth OR
environmental protection
• Green economy is a luxury for
developing countries



Harnessing the ecological
foundation of national

economies through Green
Economy approach is a

fundamental prerequisite for
ensuring food security in the

region.


