THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS:
 THE EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE (35/12)
22-28 September 2012 (and beyond)
This document is for planning purposes only and is subject to change. 
Please check also our website for latest changes http://www.unric.org  or call + 32 476 215 485
VIP Visits

· Rita Izsák, UN Independent Expert on minority issues: Bosnia and Herzegovina (till 25 September).
· James Anaya, UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples: Namibia (till 28 September) 

· Herman Van Rompuy, European Council President; José Manuel Barroso, EU Commission President; Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy; EU Commissioners Kristalina Georgieva (International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response), Connie Hedegaard (Climate Action) and Andris Piebalgs (Development), Othmar Karas, European Parliament Vice-President.: New York: (24-28 September – more information below). 
· Gulnara Shahinian, UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, its causes and consequences: Kazakhstan (24 September- 1 October).
· Doudou Diène, UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance: Côte d’Ivoire (24 September-12 October). 
· Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director: Brussels (1 October). 

· Catherine Bragg, UN ASG for Humanitarian Affairs: Brussels (2 October).
----------------------------------------------

Saturday, 22 September
Brussels: Belgium sings for the Climate, do you? (Till 23 Sep.). http://www.singfortheclimate.com/FR/enindex.aspx
-“Laïcité critique” – debates on current world’s challenges. http://www.laicitecritique.be/index.php?id=1
Cologne: Photokina (till 23 Sep.). Forty-nine UN photographs will be on display.
New York: Social Good Summit (till 24 Sep.). http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/articles/2012/08/09/citizens-worldwide-take-on-digital-solutions-to-tackle-global-challenges/ 

Sunday, 23 September
New York: High-level meeting on Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) – donor support for Palestinian authorities organized by the Permanent Mission of Norway. 
The Hague: International Day 2012. This year the side-events and exhibition focus on the UN. http://www.denhaag.nl/home/bewoners/de-gemeente-Den-Haag/internationale-stad/internationale-dag.htm
Monday, 24 September 

“Saving and Improving Lives: Partnership between the United Nations and the European Union in 2011”: Launch of report http://www.unbrussels.org/report2012  (embargo 8:00pm CET).
Brussels: -Agriculture and Fisheries EU Council (AGRI) (till 25 Sep.).
-General Affairs EU Council (GAC).

- EESC: Eradicating domestic violence http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-eradicating-domestic-violence 

-Righting wrongs: will clinical trials get a new deal in Europe?  Organizer: European Voice. 12.30pm to 2.30pm. Press Club Brussels Europe. www.europeanvoice.com/EVHC_clinical_trials
Doha: 25th Universal Postal Congress (till 15 Oct.).

Geneva: -Human Rights Council (till 28 Sep.). http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session21/Pages/21RegularSession.aspx 

-Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (till 28 Sep.).  

-UNCTAD, Trade and Development Board (till 28 Sep.).
-Committee on the Rights of the Child (till 5 Oct.). 
-“Is Multilateralism in Crisis?” - WTO Public Forum 2012. The European Parliament is going with a six-member delegation to this major event at which governments, NGOs, academics and businesses discuss the latest issues regarding the multilateral trading system (till 26 Sep.).
Montreal: ICAO, Committee (till 5 Oct.).
Monterey:  The Ocean in a High-CO2 World: Ocean Acidification (till 27 Sep.).
New Delhi: Ninth E-9 Ministerial Review Meeting (till 28 Sep.). http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/all-events/?tx_browser_pi1[showUid]=5953&cHash=e774151066
New York: - General Assembly – EU participation: Commission President José Manuel Barroso, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton and Commissioners Kristalina Georgieva (International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response), Connie Hedegaard (Climate Action) and Andris Piebalgs (Development), together with European Council President Herman Van Rompuy, will represent the EU in discussions on peace and security, sustainable development, human rights and strengthening the role of the UN.  The European Parliament will be represented by its Vice-President Othmar Karas.
For more information on the EU activities in New York:  https://www.unric.org/en/latest-un-buzz/27829-eu-participation-in-the-67th-united-nations-general-assembly-ministerial-week  and  https://www.unric.org/en/latest-un-buzz/27838-united-nations-general-assembly-main-activities-of-president-van-rompuy-during-the-unga-week-
-Security Council - closed consultations on Syria.

High-level meeting of the GA on the rule of law at the national and international levels. http://www.unrol.org/article.aspx?article_id=168 .
-Report of the Secretary General to the GA on the Year of Sustainable Energy for All.
- High-level Event on Year of Every Woman Every Child.

-Treaty Event: "Strengthening the Rule of Law" (till 26 Sep. and 1 - 2 Oct.).

- ECOSOC - special ministerial meeting on sustainable development. 
-Special event on “Towards a new partnership between the Government of Haiti and non-governmental organizations working in Haiti”.
-“Women and power in transitional countries”. Meeting organized by the European Union.

Paris: UNESCO, Executive Board (till 28 Sep.).

Rabat: Council of Europe: Prevention and combat of violence against women (till 25 Sep.) 

St Petersburg: Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible of Youth.
Tripoli: 3rd Session of AU Ministers of Social Development (till 28 Sep.).
Tuesday, 25 September
Brussels: European Parliament: Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 2012 

Presentation of the nominees.
New York: -Opening of the UN GA general debate (live and on-demand over the Internet from 25 Sep. to 1 Oct. http://webtv.un.org  ). 

-First Meeting of the High-level Panel on the Post-2015 Development Agenda. http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/beyond2015.shtml 

- High-Level Event on Peacebuilding, convened by the Prime Minister of Bangladesh in its capacity as chair of the Peacebuilding Commission. 
-High-level event on Preventing sexual violence and gender-based crimes in conflict and securing justice for survivors.

Wednesday, 26 September
European Day of Languages
Launch of the UN Secretary-General's new education initiative - Education First
Arusha: African Green Revolution Forum 2012 (till 28 September). http://www.agrforum.com 
Brussels: -The EU Commission will adopt a report which will highlight the contribution that the cultural and creative sectors make to growth and jobs – and how to boost this in future. 
- "Convention on Biological Diversity: Conference of the Parties": Briefing.  http://www.ebcd.org/en/EP_Intergroup_CCBSD/Briefing_Session__Convention_on_Biolofical_Diversity_Conference_of_the_Parties__CBD_COP11_.html 

- Zero-Tolerance on All Forms of Domestic Violence: Towards Comprehensive EU-Wide Action; The Silken Berlaymont Hotel http://publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/CI26-PPE2.php 
-Belgian Daily Le Soir - "Grandes soirées européennes": Debate with the President of the European Parliament.

New York: - Security Council - high-level meeting on Peace and Security in the Middle East.

-General Assembly - The EU will be represented in the General Debate by President Van Rompuy.  EU's priorities for the 67th UNGA session .
-High-level Launch of the Secretary-General's Education First initiative. http://www.globaleducationfirst.org/index.html
-Pacific Island Forum.
-Summit on Somalia.
-High-level Event on the Situation in the Sahel.

-High-level event on “Shared responsibility and global solidarity –– Leveraging the AIDS response for Africa’s sustainable development”, organized by the President of the Republic of Benin, Chair of the African Union, in collaboration with UNAIDS.

-High-level event on “The New Deal: g7+ perspectives and experiences”, co-organized by the Permanent Missions of Afghanistan, Liberia and Timor-Leste.

-High-level event on “Freedom of religion or belief: An individual’s choice”, co-organized by the Permanent Missions of Canada, the Netherlands and Senegal.

- “Parliaments and the rule of law: Toward justice for all”, co-organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the International Development Law Organization (IDLO), with the sponsorship of the Permanent Mission of Italy.

-Meeting of the Millennium Development Goals Advocates.

-President Barroso will inaugurate the new offices of the EU Delegation in New York.
Nicosia: Informal Meeting of EU Ministers of Defence (till 27 September).
Thursday, 27 September 
World Tourism Day: “Tourism & Sustainable Energy: Powering Sustainable Development” http://wtd.unwto.org/
World Maritime Day: “IMO: One hundred years after the Titanic” http://www.imo.org/About/Events/WorldMaritimeDay/
Brussels: -SDA roundtable "Next steps in missile defence". http://www.securitydefenceagenda.org/Contentnavigation/Activities/Activitiesoverview/tabid/1292/EventType/EventView/EventId/1120/EventDateID/1127/PageID/5588/Nextstepsinmissiledefence.aspx 
-The Educational and Labor Market Trajectories of Young Adult Children of Immigrants in Europe and the United States - Panel Discussion and Book Launch (Migration Policy Institute) http://www.presscenter.org/en/event/the-educational-and-labor-market-trajectories-of-young-adult-children-of-immigrants-in-europe-
New York: -High-level Event on Ending Polio.
-High-level Meeting on Scaling Up Nutrition.
-High-level Meeting on Sudan and South Sudan.

- Friends of Yemen Ministerial Meeting (tbc).
-Ministerial Meeting to Promote Entry into Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. http://www.un.org/disarmament/WMD/Nuclear/Joint_Ministerial_Statements.shtml 
- High-level meeting on Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.
-Ministerial Meeting on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the UN.

-Water and Food Security: Innovations for a Changing Climate event.

-Event on death penalty.

-High-level event on “The civil society and the education on human rights as a tool for promoting religious tolerance”, co-organized by the Permanent Missions of Italy and Jordan.

-High-level event on “Multilateral partnership in MDG’s acceleration: Experience from implementation of Nigeria’s MDGs Conditional Grant Scheme at the subnational Level” co-organized by the Permanent Mission of Nigeria and the UN Millennium Campaign.

High-level launch of the UN guidance for effective mediation, co-organized by the Executive Office of the Secretary General and the Permanent Missions of Finland and Turkey, on behalf of the Group of Friends of Mediation.

Friday, 28 September

World Rabies Day [WHO] http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/world_rabies_day/en/index.html
Launch of Somalia Human Development Report: ‘Empowering youth for peace and development’
Brussels: -The Commission will present a report on the implementation of the Action Plan on Unaccompanied Minors (2010-2014).
-"International Right to Know Day - Transparency and accountability in international development banks" – Seminar: Organizers: European Ombudsman in cooperation with the Complaints Mechanism of the European Investment Bank. 09.00 - 13.00.  European Parliament.
Lisbon: EESC: Labour market reforms in response to the crisis. http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-labour-market-reforms-crisis 

New York: High-level meeting on countering nuclear-terrorism, with a focus on strengthening the legal framework.

-Meeting of the Secretary-General’s Group of Friends of Myanmar.

And beyond: Other dates to pin
29 September

World Heart Day [WHO] http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/annual/world_heart_day/en/index.html
30 September

Third anniversary of Security Council Resolution 1888 on women and peace and security (addressing sexual violence in conflict)
1 October

Guatemala assumes the monthly rotating Presidency of the Security Council
World Habitat Day 

International Day of Older Persons: "Longevity: Shaping the Future" http://social.un.org/index/Ageing/InternationalDayofOlderPersons.aspx 
Geneva: Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (till 19 Oct.).
London: UN Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent - week of meetings on the situation of people of African descent in the UK. Press briefing on 5 Oct. 2:00pm – 3:00 pm. Venue: Strand Bridge House. Contact: davies@unric.org. Members: Verene Shepherd (Jamaica), Mireille Fanon-Mendes-France (France); Mirjana Najcevska (FYROM). 
New York: High-level meeting on “Fifteen years of the Chemical Weapons Convention: Celebrating success. Committing to the future”, convened by the Director-General of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW).

2 October 

International Day of Non-Violence
European Competition Day
Brussels: "Working towards a green economy after Rio+20".  Organizers: ILO-UNEP.

http://www.ilo.org/brussels/meetings-and-events/WCMS_189295/lang--en/index.htm http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/unep/event/working-towards-green-economy-after-rio20 

3 October

Brussels: « Do we need the MDGs beyond 2015»? Organizers: UN Brussels, Belgian UNAs, Millennium Development film Festival with the support of the International Press Centre.

- Social enterprises and the Europe 2020 strategy: innovative solutions for a sustainable Europe. Organizer: EESC  http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-social-enterprises-europe-2020  

Nicosia: EU-Russia Permanent Partnership Council (PPC) on Freedom, Security and Justice
4 October 
World Space Week
Brussels: 2012 Arctic Futures Symposium. Venue: EU Committee of the Regions - Jacques Delors Building (till 5 Oct.).

Luxembourg: Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs EU Council (EPSCO) 

Nicosia: EU Informal Meeting of Education Ministers (till 5 Oct.).
Paris: Africa Forum 2012, Promoting Youth Employment:  Making the Most of Africa’s Human Resources & Natural Wealth. Organizer: OECD in partnership with the African Development Bank, UNDP, the UN Economic Commission for Africa and the French government.

5 October

Brussels: Climate change and Security in the Sahel. Venue: EEAS building. 10:00 – 13:00.

http://www.unep.org/disastersandconflicts/Introduction/EnvironmentalCooperationforPeacebuilding/EnvironmentalDiplomacy/SahelReport/tabid/55812/Default.aspx 

Strasbourg: World Forum for Democracy (till 11 Oct.).
7 October

Nicosia: Informal Ministerial Meeting on EU Integrated Maritime Policy (till 8 Oct.).
8 October

Brussels: European Week of Action for Girls (till 12 Oct).
Copenhagen: Global Green Growth Forum  http://www.globalgreengrowthforum.com/3gf-2012 
Luxembourg: Eurogroup

9 October 
World Post Day [UPU] 
Luxembourg: Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN).
Seoul: World Knowledge Forum 2012.http://www.wkforum.org/WKF/2012/eng/maintheme.php 

Tokyo: International Monetary Fund/World Bank Annual Meetings (till 14 Oct.). http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2011/pr11220.htm 
10 October 
World Mental Health Day [WHO] 
European Day against the Death Penalty http://hub.coe.int/web/coe-portal/what-we-do/human-rights/death-penalty 
Brussels: The European Commission adopts the 2012 Enlargement Package.

Luxembourg: Competitiveness Council (till 11 Oct.).
11 October 
International Day of the Girl Child 
World Sight Day [WHO] 
Brussels: - Launch of the World Risk Report 2012, by UNU Institute for Environment and Human Security, UNRIC Residence Palace 

13 October 
International Day for Disaster Reduction
15 October 
International Day of Rural Women
Geneva: Human Rights Committee (till 2 Nov.).

Luxembourg: General and Foreign Affairs Councils (till 16 Oct).
18 October
Brussels: European Council 

---------------------------------
UN Campaigns

For a more complete list of Competitions, Mobile Apps, Campaigns and Games visit: 

http://www.unric.org/en/competitions-campaigns-mobile-apps-a-games
International Year of Cooperatives (IYC) Short Film Festival
http://www.unric.org/en/un-competitions 
The Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD) of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA) is organizing an International Year of Cooperatives (IYC) Short Film Festival which will take place on 19 November 2012 at the United Nations Headquarters during the closing ceremony of the International Year.

Films should raise awareness about cooperatives – what they are, and what they do – and encourage support and development of cooperative enterprises by individuals and their communities.

The submission deadline is 30 September, 2012.
World Food Day poster contest for young people
http://www.unric.org/en/un-competitions 
Great opportunity to use your imagination and artistic talent: enter the first-ever international World Food Day poster contest for young people!

The theme of the 2012 poster contest is "Agricultural cooperatives – key to feeding the world".

The contest is open to children and youth between the ages of 5 and 17, living in any country of the world.

The submission deadline is 30 September, 2012.
Literacy in the World
http://visual.ly/literacy-world 

To mark the launch of the UN Secretary-General's new education initiative (26/9) – “Education First” - UNESCO and UNRIC are promoting an informative infographic illustrating the ties between literacy and a variety of issues that may concern your agency's mandates: sustainable development, poverty eradication, health, gender equality, peace & democracy, and personal empowerment.

The infographics, available in 6 languages, were originally launched in as part of celebration to mark International Literacy Day.
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